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(The public neeting comenced at 11:00
a.m)

SENATOR M CHAEL F. NOZZOLI O CO CHAl R,
NEW YORK STATE LEQ SLATI VE TASK FORCE ON
DEMOGRAPHI C RESEARCH AND REAPPORTI ONVENT:  Good
nmorni ng. Good norning. The neeting of the New
York State Legislative Task Force on Denographic
Research and Reapportionnment will cone to order.

My nanme is M ke Nozzolio. | amthe
Senate Co-chair of this task force along with ny
col | eague and dear friend Assenbl yman Jack
McEneny. This neeting is an inportant one.
Wthout further ado, | would |like to introduce
the Senate representatives on this task force.
To ny inediate left is Senator Martin Dilan. To
his left is our citizen representative on the
task force, Welquis Ray Lopez.

VELQUI S LOPEZ, NEW YORK STATE
LEGQ SLATI VE TASK FORCE ON DEMOGRAPHI C RESEARCH
AND REAPPORTI ONVENT:  Thank you.

SENATOR NOZZOLIO: And to his left is
co-executive director of the task force Debra
Levi ne.
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Assenbl yman, woul d you be so kind as to
I ntroduce the assenbly--

ASSEMBLY MEMBER JOHN J. MCENENY, CO-
CHAI R, NEW YORK STATE LEQ SLATI VE TASK FORCE ON
DEMOGRAPHI C RESEARCH AND REAPPORTI ONIVENT:
Assenbl yman Jack McEneny, Co-Chair. |'m
representing the assenbly. To ny right, Bob
OCaks. Menber of the Assenbly representing the
mnority in the assenbly. To his right, Dr.
Ronman Hedges who is the citizen representative on
the task force.

SENATOR NOZZOLI G This task force has an
I nportant responsibility, an obligation today.
It's a culmnation of over 23 hearings in every
area of New York State, a plan that has been
proposed and proffered, and before consideration
|'d ask nmenbers of the task force if they have
any comments. Senator Dl an.

SENATOR MARTIN M DI LAN, NEW YORK STATE
LEGQ SLATI VE TASK FORCE ON DEMOGRAPHI C RESEARCH
AND REAPPORTI ONMENT:  Good norni ng, everyone.
I'd just like to nmake several comments. First of

all, I was seriously considering boycotting this
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neeting this norning. | know that we did hold 23
heari ngs throughout the state of New York. W
had several business neetings where we did nake
several commtnents to the citizens of the state
of New York, and the reason | was considering
boycotting this neeting this norning is because
as | indicated once before, the entire process
has been a farce, a sham has been a waste of
noney, and | believe that we have not |listened to
the citizens of the state of New York, and the
plan that's being presented today to the
Legislature is sonmething that's putting the cart
before the horse. These bills were introduced at
about 11:50 p.m, just before m dni ght on Sunday.
Those bills were presented to the Legislature

w t hout this panel taking a vote or naking any
sort of recomendation, so it's really not a - -
plan. Those bills that are being voted in both
houses today are McEneny Nozzoilo Bill, LES - -
Silver Bills, and this entire process | indicated
was a total waste of time and it's--we failed

m serably in our mssion and this neeting today

Is itself a sham The proposed |ines were
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I ntroduced. The first proposals were introduced
to the public without a vote by this panel.
Again, |egislation was presented wi thout a vote
by this panel. Wth respect to the Senate, an
addi ti onal seat was added wi thout any action
taken by this panel. So, who decided that there
shoul d be a 639 seat? W didn't do that.
would like to know that. | understand al so that
wWith these lines there may be a proposal for
reforming this entire process. Wen will there
hearings to have community input with respect to
those reforns--so, in essence, what we're doing
here today is just confirmng what the two
| eaders of respective Houses want with no real
i nput fromconmunities of interest. | think we
heard people in Long Island indicate that there
could be an additional mnority seat in the
Senate out in Long Island. There could be
anot her one in Rochester, and there is also the
splitting of Niagra and Buffalo in Erie County,
and again, the entire process is a total waste of
tinme.

SENATOR NQzzZCOLI O  Thank you, Senator
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Dilan. Any other nenbers of the task force w sh
to make a statenent? | do wish to respond in
part to Senator Dilan's comments. That |
certainly have enjoyed working with himthrough
the past few nonths, in hearing fromcitizens al
across the state.

The neasure proffered today is in ful

conpliance with the United States' Constitution,
the New York State Constitution, the Federal
Voting Rights Act, and all applicable state | aw
that--including the law that was thrust upon this
task force on the prison counting, and | should
add, that neasure was established in the New York
State Senate w thout so nuch as a single whisper
of a hearing. Senator Dilan, | nmay rem nd you of
that. Unfortunately, though, the lawis the | aw,
regardl ess, and we took great steps and | want to
personal ly thank - - nenbers of the Task Force.
A menber of the Task Force, Roman Hedges, for his
| eader shi p and support and assi stance in ensuring
that the Section 20 of the Laws of New York State
were fully conplied with and that that prison

counting issue was part of the series of |aws
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that were conduct--that this body has fully
conplied. There is a new Asian seat created, an
Asian mnority majority seat created in the State
Senate--the first tinme in the Senate's history.
That seat was a direct reflection of a nunber of
di scussions, primarily in the public hearings
that took place twice in Queens. There were over
approxi mately ten hours of hearings in Queens and
t hen the Asian-American seat created was created
as a result of those discussions. There are also
13 mnority majority districts in this state.
Five of those districts were under the najor--
mnority majority nunbers as a result of the 2010
United States Census, and |'mvery pl eased

t hrough the work of this task force that every
mnority district was not only preserved but
strengthened in spite of shifting popul ation
trends within the city of New YorKk.

There are a nunber of other comments |
could make, but | want to nake the task force for
their work, particularly the staff. That there
were a nunber of advertisenents that existed
prior to the first round of hearings and prior to
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t he second round of hearings. Those
adverti senents were placed in foreign | anguage
newspaper including Chi nese, Korean, and Spani sh.
Wth newspapers also utilized by the African
Anerican and | ndo-Cari bbean Anerican conmunities
t hr oughout New York publicizing the hearings and
trying to ensure maxi num participation. For the
first time in our State's history, LATFOR
est abl i shed a website, and use of the internet
was extensive. That we took comment, posted
notice of public hearing and had a great deal of
I nput as a result of that website. Wthout
further ado, though, Assenbl yman MEneny.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER MCENENY: Thank you,
Senator. | wanted to thank the nenbers of the
LATFOR staff, and when we get to the floor, ']
mention sone of the staff that have backed us up
as well as the nmenbers here, and I would just
poi nt out that for people who feel that this
process was dragged out, that in fact we are
weeks ahead of approving of a |egislative plan
and nont hs ahead of approving a congressional
pl an conpared to years gone by, and the reason
Ubiqus/Nation-Wide Reporting & Convention Coverage
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for that is that the change has not been in the
performance of LATFOR in terns of the cal endar,
but rather the changing of the cal endar as
ordered by the justice departnent. W don't have
the time that we've had in the past, and | think
our job now-and | know this will be debated in
greater detail because our job nowis to take the
wor k, which is the [atest work and the final work
of LATFOR and pass it on for recommendati on by
consi deration by the two Houses of the
| egi sl ature, and so unl ess soneone el se wi shes to
make a coment. Did you..?

ROVAN HEDGES, NEW YORK STATE LEQ SLATI VE
TASK FORCE ON DEMOGRAPHI C RESEARCH AND
REAPPORTI ONMVENT:  Just in the way of information
about things that we've done, |I'mreal pleased
about the prison adjustnment and | want to thank
all of you for helping in that. The staff--the
joint staff in particular was just
extraordinarily helpful all the way through.
Both the cartographic staff headed by Chris Ruiz
[ phonetic] and the denographic staff headed by

| saac Pheffer [phonetic] did just a great job.
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On substance, in the assenbly side of the
proposal that's going to the |egislature we were
able to create three additional majority Hi spanic
di stricts, one additional African-Anerican
district, two additional Asian-American
districts, and | think that that's a renarkabl e
acconplishnment, and |'m particularly pleased
about that, and with that having been said, |
think I'mfinished for the day.

SENATOR NQzZzZCOLI O  Thank you very nuch,
Assenblyman. | would remss if | didn't also
t hank our other citizen representative on the
task force. Wl quis Ray Lopez was inval uabl e
t hroughout this process, even acted as
i nterpreter during sone of our hearings. W
appreciate his efforts and call above and beyond
the call of duty and thank you very nmuch for your
great worKk.

MR VWELQUI S LOPEZ: Thank you very mnuch.

SENATOR DI LAN:  May | nove that the
final report of LATFOR be advance to the
| egi slature for its consideration?

SENATOR NOZZOLI QO There's a nobtion on
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consideration. 1Is there a second?

ASSEMBLY MEMBER MCENENY: Second.

SENATOR NOZzZOLI O Mbdtion's been noved
and seconded. It's up for consideration.
Senator Dil an.

SENATOR DI LAN:  Is anything in witing
that you're presenting us today in terns of what
you're actually submtting to the | egislature or
can you at |east give us an outline of what
you' re tal ki ng about ?

SENATOR NOZZOLIO:  It's the books that
have been distributed to all the nenbers and
there are extra copies | believe on the desk to
t he nmenbers.

SENATOR DI LAN:  So, the only thing that
you're forwarding to legislature is the Assenbly
and Senate |ines, nothing el se?

SENATOR NOZZOLIG At this tinme, that's
all | believe the | aw requires.

SENATOR DI LAN: Al right. Thank you.

SENATOR NQzZzzZCLI O  Thank you, Senator
Dilan. This notion for consideration has been
seconded. Al those in favor?
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ASSEMBLY MEMBER MCENENY: Aye.
SENATOR NQZZzOLI O  Aye. (Opposed?
SENATOR DI LAN: Aye.

SENATOR NOZZCOLI O  Senator D | an.

Motion's carried. The work of the task force has

been

conpl eted. Thank you very, very nuch.
SENATOR DI LAN:  Thank you.
ASSEMBLY MEMBER MCENENY: Thank you.

(The public neeting concluded at 11:13
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